Town of New Fairfield
4 Brush Hill Road
New Fairfield, Connecticut

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
NEW FAIRFIELD SENIOR CENTER
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2025

Members Present: Anita Brown, Chair
Kathleen DiTullio, Vice Chair
Roberta Anderson
Kathy Hull
Rich Kalinka
Jim Mandella
Pastor Liz Yoho

The meeting was called to order at 10:33 AM by Chairwoman Brown.

The purpose of the meeting was to host an open house for the New Fairfield Housing Trust.
Chairwoman Brown welcomed attendees, introduced members of the Housing Opportunities
Committee (HOC) and Maureen Salerno, chair of the NF Housing Trust, who then introduced
members of the NF Housing Trust: Tom Dube Sr. Vice Chair, Al Mardis Treasurer, and Kathleen
DiTullio Secretary. Ms. Salerno gave a history of the NF Housing Trust which formed in 2012.
Prior to 2012, even back to the ‘90’s surveys had been conducted showing a need for housing
affordability, particularly for older persons. In 2015 the NF Housing Trusts’ efforts to build 30
rental units for older persons on town owned land met with major resistance from the nearby
neighborhood, which ultimately kept the Trust from moving forward. Subsequently their work
has been quiet, reserved primarily for annual meetings. Their hope is that now the climate has
shifted to collaboratively address housing affordability given that housing costs have increased
42% from 2018 to 2022.

In conjunction, Ms. Brown shared the background of the Housing Opportunities Committee
which was formed in May, 2022, in response to CT State Statute 8-30j requiring all 169 CT
towns to have a Housing Affordability Plan (HAP). Utilizing 2023 survey results, current housing
data, and working collaboratively with the Planning and Zoning Commissions, and the Board of
Selectmen, the HOC created a draft HAP that was posted for a 35 day review whereupon
presentation to the BOS on August 8, 2024, resulted in unanimous adoption. The first goal of
the HAP is to support the NF Housing Trust which will be meeting the first Thursday of every
month at 7:30 PM at the Senior Center. Ms. Salerno shared that the trust is looking to invigorate
their membership and welcomed persons interested in participating at whatever level they can.

Next a recording of the HOC consultant, Jocelyn Ayer, spoke into the various
roles/responsibilities that are typically involved in housing trusts. She showed houses in



Litchfield County that have been built or remodeled that are either on well/septic or water/sewer,
rental or owned, elderly or mixed age to emphasize a wide range of affordable housing options
through the vehicle of a non-profit organization such as a housing trust.

A period of questions and answers followed. A key point was made that the cost of building
housing that is affordable is not undertaken by the town or NF residents; rather funding comes
through a non profit such as the NF Housing Trust.

Attendees signed up for updates. They were also encouraged to access the NF HOC town
website to provide feedback or to ask further questions: housing@newfairfieldct.gov.

Chairwoman Brown requested a motion to adjourn. Ms.Anderson moved and Pastor Yoho
seconded. All approved. The meeting ended at 11:45 AM.

Minutes recorded by:
Anita D. Brown
Housing Opportunities Committee Chair
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