Town of New Fairfield
4 Brush Hill Road

New Fairfield, Connecticut § ) )
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE N
MINUTES S

Tuesday, August 5, 2025

Present:  Anita Brown
Kathy Hull
Roberta Anderson
Liz Yoho

Also Present. Tom Kavaliauskas, Zoning

Ms. Brown called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm followed by the pledge of allegiance.
Correspondence and Announcements

Ms. Brown said she received two inquiries from seniors about affordable housing applications.
Approval of Minutes from June meeting

Ms. Anderson moved to approve the June 3 2025 minutes, seconded by Ms. Hull and
passed unanimously.
Aye: Brown, Yoho, Hull, Anderson

New Business
Planning for In-person September 17 Special Meeting — Invite PL/Z/BOS Panel/Rep

Ms. Brown said she and Kathleen DiTullio met with Jocelyn Ayer regarding the idea of in person
meeting originally scheduled for September 2". They discussed that there were a lot of
activities with schools beginning and so they suggested changing the date to September 17,
This would be more of an annual meeting/progress report which is goal number six, item 2 in
the housing affordability plan. She spoke to Melissa Lindsey, First Selectwoman, and asked if it
would be appropriate to invite representatives from Planning, Zoning and the Board of
Selectman. Ms. Ayer would attend and suggested that Justin Potter who is with the Kent
Affordable Housing Committee be asked to attend and speak about successes they have had in
Kent. Ms. Brown thought they would show the Housing roadshow, have representatives of the
various committees in attendance speak about housing and their committees, and then give
public an opportunity to ask questions. They would start the meeting at 7:30 to be held in Senior
Citizen community room which she has already reserved.

Ms. Yoho confirmed this was a shift to Wednesday because their meetings are normally on
Tuesday and Ms. Brown said yes. Ms. Brown said they would need to revise the calendar of
meetings for the housing opportunities committee to include this as a regular meeting because it
would allow more flexibility in the meeting itself in terms of discussion. They are still planning on
the September 2nd regular meeting as well. Ms. Brown said she would put something in the
town newsletter and the Town Tribune and suggested something should also be posted on



social media sites.

Ms. Hull asked if input from representatives from other boards would be shared during public
comment or during the meeting and Ms. Brown thought they would be panelists to discuss the
plan of conservation and development, zoning regulation rewrites and educate the public on
affordable housing opportunities and options in New Fairfield.

Ms. Brown said she would speak to the various representatives to give an expectation of what
they can anticipate at the meeting. First Selectwoman Lindsay said the Board of Selectman
would participate. Ms. Brown said the sequence for the meeting should be the roadshow, the
Board of Selectman other Commission representatives and then Ms. Ayer and Mr. Potter can
speak about the future for housing in New Fairfield.

Miss brown asked for a motion to add the September 17th meeting date as a regular meeting on
the calendar.

Ms. Hull moved to suspend the rules to add to the agenda the addition of the September
17th regular meeting date to the housing opportunities calendar, seconded by Ms.
Brown and passed unanimously.

Aye: Brown, Hull, Yoho, Anderson

Ms. Yoho moved to revise the calendar to add September 17th as a reqular Housing
Opportunities Committee meeting, seconded by Ms. Hull and passed unanimously.
Aye: Brown, Hull, Yoho, Anderson

Social Media Report/Postings/Promotions

M. Brown said they will need some advertisement and flyers and asked Ms. Hull and Ms.
Anderson to work on social media posts. Ms. Anderson said she could put it on her Facebook
page and Ms. Hull said she would try to get it to the Senior Center page and also suggested
New Fairfield Sherman Our Town Uncensored and New Fairfield Sherman Our Town. Ms. Yoho
said flyers can also be shared on social media and Ms. Brown said she would ask Ms. Ayer to
offer guidance on how to publicize the September 17th event.

Road Show Plans

Ms. Brown said she would put something in the September town newsletter about offering to
present to groups in New Fairfield. She reached out to the Old Enough to Know Better group
through the church and will be presenting in January of 2026. She said the group just needs to
keep plugging to get the word out about the HAP.

New Fairfield Day Plans/Participants: September 27,12 — 4:30 pm

Ms. Brown said the New Fairfield Day is September 27th from 12:00 to 4:30 and she will fill out
the form so that the housing opportunities committee can have a booth at the fair. She hopes for
volunteers to join her at the table.

Old Business

Next NF Housing Trust Meeting: Annual Meeting September 4



Ms. Brown said the Trust took a hiatus over the summer and will host their annual meeting on
September 4" at 7:30 pm in the Senior Center Community Room.

Updates

Ms. Brown said Mr. Kalinka attended the Zoning Commission public input session on the
regulation rewrites and spoke about the affordable housing regulation that has been added. Mr.
Kavaliauskas said that Mr. Chalder presented an overview of the major regulation changes. Ms.
Brown asked when the next public meeting would and Mr. Kavaliauskas said they hoped it
would be before the election. Ms. Brown said she went to Kent to speak to Justin Potter and the
property management person for Kent. They have three different affordable housing units with
24 total apartment rentals. The property manager is also manager for Winsted and Washington.
The rent is 25 to 60% of the area median income with rentals running between $400 and $1400.
They surveyed the employees in town to see how long their commute was, etc. as they call their
units workforce housing as well as affordable housing. Kent has water sewer and town owned
land which New Fairfield does not have.

Board Comments

Ms. Brown said the HOC will be participating in the chair-a-thon and she shared a picture of the
chair that has been placed into the “thon.”

Public Comments
Bob Rollman, a New Fairfield resident, said he felt the HAP was well done but not necessarily
widely understood within town. He said affordable housing is the right thing to do and suggested
the HOC broaden its outreach and educate people to the meaning of affordable housing, the
size of any proposed units, and the number of proposed units.
Adjournment

Ms. Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 pm, seconded by Ms. Hull and

passed unanimously.

Aye: Brown, Hull, Anderson, Yoho
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