Town of New Fairfield
4 Brush Hill Road

New Fairfield, Connecticut § ) )
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE N
MINUTES (b“/r/xm?\(‘\'

Tuesday, September 2, 2025

Present:  Anita Brown
Kathy Hull
Roberta Anderson
Liz Yoho

Also Present: Tom Kavaliauskas, Zoning

Ms. Brown called the meeting to order at 7:38 pm followed by the pledge of allegiance.
Correspondence and Announcements

There were none.

Approval of Minutes from August meeting

Ms. DiTullio moved to approve the August 5 2025 minutes, seconded by Ms. Yoho and
passed 3-0-1.

Aye: Brown, Yoho, Anderson

Abstain: DiTullio

New Business
Planning for In-person September 17 Meeting

Ms. Brown said she wanted to discuss the plan for the meeting — she suggested that the
meeting start with the “road show” of what the HOC is and what the HAP is, then move to the
Planning, Zoning and Board of Selectmen to allow them to respond to questions. She also
thought the HOC should give them a couple of questions to answer in advance.

Ms. Ayer asked what the three goals were for this meeting and Ms. Brown said to raise
awareness and get the word out about what has been done, what is happening and that there is
local support for the plan; to foster collaboration with the committees such as Planning and
Zoning; and to get some new people involved in the work as some members of the HOC have
expressed that they felt they accomplished what they were asked to do which is to devise the
plan.

Ms. DiTullio said her goal would be to reinvigorate the Housing Trust and maybe even find a
property that could be developed as some sort of affordable housing unit.

Ms. Yoho said the meeting attendees should be prepared to address affordable housing in
general and what New Fairfield wants and needs when it comes to affordable housing.



Ms. DiTullio said there should be some discussion about 8-30g as it is not a local requirement
rather a state requirement. Ms. Yoho said the group should be prepared to discuss the local
project being proposed on the Hoover Property. She said the community might assume that the
HOC would be aware of the details of the project. Ms. DiTullio said the Inland Wetlands
Commission has approved the project with various stipulations as determined by the Town
Engineer. Ms. Ayer said she could discuss 8-30g and maybe add a slide or two about it as it can
also be a tool for non profits to build affordable housing.

Ms. Anderson suggested there should be some discussion about how a person can qualify for
affordable housing.

Ms. Brown said she would also like to see if people at the meeting might want to join the effort
to create affordable housing — join a subcommittee or the Trust.

Ms. DiTullio wanted to have a discussion about how the Zoning rewrites might impact affordable
housing including the ADUs and the village district zone.

Getting the Word Out

Ms. Brown had previously shared the flyer and asked for feedback. Ms. Ayer suggested offering
food as a way to get people to attend. There was some discussion about what food and adding
a door prize. Ms. Brown said she would need to get the flyer to the Town Tribune by September
8" for publishing on the 11", She asked Ms. Anderson to post on Facebook and she would
place flyers at various locations around town.

Discussion of New Fairfield Housing Trust Status

Ms. DiTullio said the Trust took a hit when Tom Dube Sr. passed away unexpectedly. He was
the Vice President of the Trust and an original member. Due to his death the Trust delayed their
September meeting to October. The Trust Board membership is very low and in need of new
membership. Ms. Yoho asked how people joined the Trust and Ms. DiTullio said they are
discussing that now. They will probably go through a process of inviting people to attend a
meeting, then an interview and finally they will be asked to sign a membership agreement. Ms.
Ayer said she had sent a document about recruiting members to a Board and she would forward
if needed. Ms. DiTullio said the Trust Board needs to meet, invite members and then set
priorities. Ms. Yoho said they could establish a “Friends of” group to work on various
committees to keep the work progressing.

New Fairfield Day Plans/Participants: September 27, 12 — 4:30 pm

Ms. Brown said the New Fairfield Day is September 27th from 12:00 to 4:30 with a raindate of
September 28". She will have sign up sheets for people who might be interested in receiving
information or possibly joining a committee of the HOC.

Ms. Brown asked Ms. Ayer to discuss the event on September 29" and Ms. Ayer said they will
be hosting the annual Housing Summit in Sharon. The summit will include information on what
local groups are doing, different projects and workshops, and there will be food and door prizes.
The event will be held at Sharon Center School.

Ms. Brown said the chair placed in the Library chair-a-thon was purchased by she and her
husband! They will bring it to the New Fairfield Day event for little kids to sit in.



Old Business
Updates

Mr. Kavaliauskas said the public hearing for the Zoning regulation rewrites will be Wednesday,
September 17" at 7 pm in Company A firehouse.

Board Comments

There were none.

Public Comments

There were none.

Adjournment
Ms. Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm, seconded by Ms. DiTullio and
passed unanimously.

Aye: Brown, DiTullio, Anderson, Yoho
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