Town of New Fairfield
4 Brush Hill Road

New Fairfield, Connecticut § ) )
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE N
MINUTES S

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Present:  Anita Brown
Kathy Hull
Kathleen DiTullio
Roberta Anderson
Rich Kalinka
Liz Yoho

Also Present: Pat DelMonaco, First Selectwoman
Khris Hall, Ex-officio and Selectwoman

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
Ms. Brown called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Correspondence and Announcements

Ms. Brown said she received an email from Town Clerk Holly Smith about an FOIA session to
be held February 11, 2026 in person at the Senior Center at 6:30 pm. She will remind members
as time goes along.

4. Approval of Minutes from the November meeting

Ms. Brown said this paragraph: “Ms. DiTullio said the forum will be October 18™ from 10 am to
12 pm. Ms. Brown said Hugh Bailey will be the speaker, she also asked Ms. DiTullio and Ms.
Hull if they would present the road show,” was duplicated from the October minutes and should
be removed from this set of minutes.

Mr. Kalinka moved to approve the minutes of the November 4" meeting as amended,
seconded by Ms. Anderson and passed 5-0-1.

Aye: Brown, DiTullio, Anderson, Hull, Kalinka

Abstain: Yoho

New Business
5. Road Show Survey Edits/draft Letter to Town Boards/Committees

Ms. Brown said Ms. DiTullio had put together a survey for people to complete after the HOC
road show presentations. She said initially the questions were open ended but some members
suggested that the questions should be more closed ended. Ms. DiTullio said the input from the
committee was appreciated and she went back and made changes to offer more specific
answers — for instance; what is your current housing situation — rent, own, other. A couple of
questions that required further discussion included if you are thinking of moving out of New



Fairfield what is the reason — suggestions included job transfer, downsizing or upsizing, closer
to family, affordability. What services or amenities future housing projects should have included
transportation, first floor living or single level living, passive recreation opportunities, community
center, or other.

Ms. Brown said she would send this off to Jocelyn Ayer to see if she had any further thoughts.

Ms. Brown said she had drafted a letter to local boards and commissions to see if they could be
put on their agendas to discuss what the HOC has been doing and where it is heading.

Ms. DiTullio moved to send a letter to local boards and commissions asking to be placed
on a upcoming agenda, seconded by Ms. Hull and passed unanimously.
Aye: Brown, DiTullio, Anderson, Hull, Kalinka, Yoho

6. Land Conservancy Collaboration/Workshops

Ms. Brown said she and Ms. DiTullio attended the annual meeting on November 15" of the
Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy which the Candlewood Valley Regional Land Trust
recently merged with. She said they acquired 118 acres from the Glenbrook Preserve in
Sherman. They awarded $515,000 to farmers, land trusts and municipalities to climate smart
agriculture. They protect and monitor land. Ms. DiTullio said they now run from New Fairfield to
the Massachusetts border. She said the older farmers are trying to get younger farmers to work
with them in an effort to keep the agricultural heritage alive and well in this area. Ms. Brown said
they are also working in the area of affordable housing. She felt this could be a useful resource
for the Housing Trust.

7. 2026 Budget Form Update

Ms. Brown said she had receiving information from the finance office on the 2026 proposed
budget. Basically the budget includes money for the recording secretary and materials. The
request for materials is $750 which includes forum expenses and participation in events such as
the New Fairfield Day.

Ms. DiTullio moved to approve the 2026 budget request as presented, seconded by Ms.
Anderson and passed unanimously.
Aye: Brown, DiTullio, Anderson, Hull, Kalinka, Yoho

8. Consultant Contract Extension
Ms. Brown said the HOC capital and non budget line still had $3,100 remaining and she wanted
to extend Jocelyn Ayer’s contract through December of 2026 and would ask the Town for an
additional $500 to make the total contract $3,600.

Ms. Brown moved to extend the contract for consultant Jocelyn Ayer pending a $500

advance from the Town, seconded by Ms. DiTullio and passed unanimously.

Aye: Brown, DiTullio, Anderson, Hull, Kalinka, Yoho

Old Business

9. Updates: HB 8002



Ms. Brown said she had sent the HOC letter regarding HB 8002 to the Governor,
Representative Pat Callahan, State Senator Julie Kushner and the local Board of Selectmen.
She also attended the Partnership for Strong Communities meeting and Jason Rojas said this
legislation was a strong planning document to give a foundation for doing what communities
should be doing in regard to affordable housing. Some of the items being looked at include
using apprentices in trades to build housing, more flexible parking, importance of being able to
rent, and changing the way communities look at young people being able to stay in their
hometowns after age 18. The regional COGS will be looking at a growth planning system. Ms.
Brown was concerned about the COG and a regional plan since HOC had done so much work
already for New Fairfield in particular.

Ms. Hull said she liked the apprenticeship suggestion. Ms. DiTullio said the WestCOG
encompasses very disparate communities and they may not have the bandwidth to do what the
local HOC has done. Mr. Kalinka agreed with Ms. Brown that the local HOC had done a lot of
work already and he did not want that to be lost.

Ms. Brown said the Housing Trust will not be meeting in December would start to have regular
meetings in January of next year.

Ms. Brown said she sent a thank you letter to Tomas Kavialiauskas who served on the HOC as
a Zoning liaison but he did not get reelected in the most recent election.

10. Board Comments
There were none.
11. Public Comments
There were none.
12. Adjournment
Mr. Kalinka moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 pm, seconded by Ms. Anderson and
passed unanimously.

Aye: Brown, DiTullio, Anderson, Hull, Yoho, Kalinka
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